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LANGUAGE BELIEFS AND ATTITUDES

AFFECTIVE

COGNITIVE

This variety is beautiful.

This variety is rural.
CONATIVE

I accept/reject this variety.
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López Morales, H. (2004). Sociolingüística (3rd ed.). Madrid: Gredos.



GEOGRAPHICAL VARIETIES OF SPANISH

Moreno Fernández, F. (2009). La lengua española en su geografía: 
Manual de dialectología hispánica(2nd ed.). Madrid: Arco Libros. 



STUDYING BELIEFS AND ATTITUDES

INDIRECT METHODOLOGY MATCHED-GUISE TECHNIQUE

PRECAVES XXI PROJECT

16 RECORDINGS (3 min) 8 VARIETIES MALE/FEMALE VOICE

Cestero, A. M. y Paredes, F. (2018).Creencias y actitudes hacia las variedades cultas del español actual: 
el proyecto PRECAVES XXI. Boletín de Filología de la Universidad de Chile, 53 (2), 11-43. 



The Survey: Preliminary Part

Source: Cestero & Paredes (2018)



Source: Cestero & Paredes (2018)
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METHODOLOGY
1. SURVEY WITH SPEAKER OF SPANISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE

2. COMPARISON WITH NATIVE SPEAKERSʼ RESULTS PUBLISHED IN: 
Departamento de lingüística, Universidad de Chile (Ed.). (2018). Percepción de las variedades
cultas del español: creencias y actitudes de jóvenes universitarios hispanohablantes. Boletín de
Filología de la Universidad de Chile, 53(2).

UNIVERSITY STUDENTS (Degree in Spanish Philology) from: 

SPAIN (Center-North, Mallorca, Sevilla, Granada, Canary Islands)

COLOMBIA (Antioquia)

CHILE

ARGENTINA



SURVEY PARTICIPANTS: NON NATIVE 
SPEAKERS

HIGH SCHOOL/UNIVERSITY STUDENTS

BILINGUAL (SPANISH L2)

ORIGIN: SLOVAKIA, CZECH REPUBLIC, POLAND

ORIGIN

STUDIES

Total

HIGH SHOOL
UNIVERSITY

OTHER PHILOLOGY

M F M F M F

SLOVAKIA 8 7 2 8 0 4 29

CZECH REPUBLIC 1 2 4 5 1 3 16

POLAND 0 0 0 2 0 10 12

Total 9 9 6 15 1 17 57



ANALYSIS

PRESTIGE OF VARIETIESPRESTIGE OF VARIETIES

DIRECT EVALUATIONDIRECT EVALUATION

INDIRECT EVALUATIONINDIRECT EVALUATION
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CAN WE COMPARE NATIVES WITH NON 
NATIVES?

NATIVE VARIETY

RECOGNITION

LANGUAGE 
AWARNESS



WHICH IS THE ʺBESTʺ VARIETY OF 
SPANISH?

VARIETY N %

Central-Northern Spain 31 54,00%

Equal/Non of them 7 12,30%

Mexico 5 09,00%

Andalusia 4 07,00%

Spain 4 07,00%

NA 3 05,20%

Other 2 03,50%

Latin America 1 02,00%

Total 57 100%

NON NATIVESNON NATIVES NATIVESNATIVES

SPANISH SPEAKERS: CASTILLA

LATIN-AMERICAN SPEAKERS:
1. EQUAL
2. THEIR OWN

EDUCATION IN LANGUAGE VARIATION
IS IMPORTAN



RECOGNITION – NON NATIVES
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DIRECT EVALUATION: NON NATIVES

IMPORTANT OBSERVATIONS

1. ʺConservativeʺ vs ʺInnovativeʺ

2. Recognition of linguistic features

3. Stereotypes simmilar to natives



DIRECT EVALUATION IN NATIVE SPEAKERS

DIFFERENT ʺCLUSTERSʺDIFFERENT ʺCLUSTERSʺ

CENTRAL/NORTHERN SPAIN ANDALUSIA

CANARY ISLANDS + LATIN AMERICA

- Andalusian and Andean variety poorly
evaluated

- Lower evaluation of their own variety

- Importance of own variety
- Difference between cognitive and 

affective aspects

- Castilian and Andalusian variety poorly
evaluated

- Andean variety poorly evaluated by 
Canary Islanders



EVALUATION BY SPEAKER: NON NATIVES
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SOCIAL ASPECTSSOCIAL ASPECTS PSYCHOLOGICAL ASPECTSPSYCHOLOGICAL ASPECTS



EVALUATION BY SPEAKER IN NATIVES

1. Canary variety well evaluated overall, specially psychological

2. Social vs. Psychological aspects

3. Importance of social stereotypes and relationships

4. Not enough data for comparison



CONCLUSIONS

NATIVE VARIETY

RECOGNITION

LANGUAGE 
AWARNESS

PROBLEM?

NOT ENOUGH

PARTLY 
CONFIRMED

NOT REALLY 
COMPARABLE

CLOSE TO EUROPEAN 
CASTILIAN SPEAKERS



SOURCES
All pictures and animations included in this presentation are royalty free and were downloaded
from www.pixabay.com the 20/11/2020.

The maps used in this presentation were created by the author using the platform
www.mapchart.net.

The screenshots of the survey were extracted from the following paper: 
◦ Cestero, A. M. y Paredes, F. (2018).Creencias y actitudes hacia las variedades cultas del español actual: 

el proyecto PRECAVES XXI. Boletín de Filología de la Universidad de Chile, 53 (2), 11-43. 

All tables and figures (graphics) were created by the author of this presentation and can be
found in the following paper: 

◦ Svetozarovová, R. (2020). Actitudes y creencias de estudiantes eslovacos, checos y polacos hacia las 
variedades cultas del español: valoración directa e indirecta. Tonos Digital, 38(0).

http://www.pixabay.com/
http://www.mapchart.net/
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