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.. Strength lies in differences,
y not in similarities™

Stephen R. Covey



KEY POINTS

|. The fundamental cultural concepts American
and Russian national characters are based on

2. The profound influence of cultural concepts on
academic discourse



CULTURE

Culture consists of 3 components:

ideal culture, material culture and social culture.

“Society and culture in sociological and anthropological tradition”
by Gavin Walker

Culture is acquired behaviors that are shared
by and transmitted among the members of the
society

“Dictionary of the Social Sciences” by Craig Calhoun



COGNITIVE REPRESENTATION

- is 2 mental model of a phenomenon from
the external I‘ea|it)'. Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy

Types of cognitive representations:
- individual

- collective

Individual: a person’s internal mental model.
Collective: shared cultural mental models.

Emile Durkheim



CONCEPT

Concepts are the units of meaning that are
denoted by lexical categories of a language.

“Cognitive Linguistics” by William Croft and Alan Cruse



CULTURAL CONCEPT

in the merging line between semantics studies and cultural studies

Cultural concepts are a unique system of
values and beliefs that is shared by members of
a variety of ethnical communities are reflected

in each sphere of people’s lives.



AMERICAN CHARACTER
AMERICAN DREAM

“that dream of a land in which life should be better and
richer and fuller for everyone, with opportunity for
each according to ability or achievement”

“Epic of America” written by James Truslow Adams



AMERICAN CHARACTER
AMERICAN INDIVIDUALIAM
“SELF-MADE MAN" and “SELF-HELP”

A National idol - an independent hardworking and independent man



RUSSIAN CHARACTER

EMOTIONALITY:

concepts of “aywa” (soul) and
“TOCKa” (yearning)



RUSSIAN CHARACTER

PATIENCE/OBEDIENCE
concept of “cyabba” (fortune)



HOW CULTURAL CONCEPTS
ARE RELATED TO LANGUAGE?



LINGUISTIC RELATIVITY

Vocabulary units of a language display
distinctive features of physical, cultural and
social environment of its native speakers.

Edward Sapir “Language and Environment”



LINGUISTIC RELATIVITY

Vocabulary units of a language display
distinctive features of physical, cultural and
social environment of its native speakers.

Edward Sapir “Language and Environment”

LINGUISTIC DETERMINISM!



DISCOURSE

A term used in linguistics to refer to a
continuous stretch of (especially spoken)
language larger than a sentence

“A Dictionary of Linguistics and Phonetics”, David Crystal



ACADEMIC DISCOURSE

A fundamental for the construction of social networks,
roles and norms within educational institutions

“Academic Discourse: English in Global Context” by Ken Hyland

May be understood as a marker of the social
affiliation to a privileged social class



ACADEMIC DISCOURSE

Crucial aim of academic discourse is to create and transfer
some specialized knowledge captured with the help of
complex grammatical, rhetorical and lexical tools



PUBLIC DISCOURSE FEATURES ARE
MERGING INTO ACADEMIC DISCOURSE

- LINGUISTIC TOOLS:

simplified grammar and vocabulary

- PUBLIC SPEAKING TOOLS:
storytelling and attention grabbing devices

- PARALINGUISTIC TOOLS:
from academic to publicistic intonation

- MODEL OF COMMUNICATION:
from linear to interactional



RESEARCH



MATERIALS FORANALYSIS

Aspects of | Lecture | Lecture 2
description

Year of publishing 2016 2017
Duration 15:20 12:44
Scientific field Medicine, Biophysics
Target audience Interdisciplinary, non-specialists




ASPECTS FORANALYSIS

. Structure of the speech.
The ratio between structural parts of lectures.

2. Stylistic marks used in different structural parts.
The correlation between the frequency of stylistic marks usage
and the amount of informational on the subject.

3. Thematic theses of the fragments
of the main part of each lecture.

4. Cultural concepts represented in the lectures.



KEY FINDINGS

Russian academic discourse tends to hold its
traditional characteristics while American
academic discourse has borrowed a variety

of public discourse features;

Key cultural concepts are represented
through lexical categories such as personal

pronouns and set phrases.



CONCLUSION



REFERENCES

1. Baldwin, J., Faulkner, S., Hecht, M. and Lindsley, S., n.d. Redefining Culture.

. Barnard, A. and Spencer, J., 2012. Routledge Encyclopedia Of Social And Cultural Anthropology. London: Routledge.
. Bartminski, J. and Zinken, J., 2012. Aspects Of Cognitive Ethnolinguistics. Sheffield: Equinox.

. Calhoun, C., 2003. Dictionary Of The Social Sciences. [Oxford]: Oxford University Press.

. Croft, W. and Cruse, D., 2012. Cognitive Linguistics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

. Hsu, F., 1995. Psychological Anthropology. Ann Arbor: U.M.I.

. Kronenfeld, D., 2008. Culture, Society, And Cognition. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter.

. Mills, S., 2008. Discourse. London: Routledge.

. Morison, S. and Commager, H., 1934. The Growth Of The American Republic. New York: Oxford University Press.

O o0 3 O DN B~ W DN

10. Sharifian, F., 2017. Cultural Linguistics and linguistic relativity. Language Sciences, 59, pp.83-92.
11. Tylor, E., 1891. Primitive Culture. London: J. Murray.

12. Walker, G., 2001. Society and culture in sociological and anthropological tradition. History of the Human Sciences, 14(3),
pp-30-55.

13. Wierzbicka, A., 1992. Semantics, Culture, And Cognition. New York: Oxford Univ Press.
14. Wierzbicka, A., 1997. Understanding Cultures Through Their Key Words. New York: Oxford University Press.



REFERENCES

15. Carbaugh, D., 2007. Cultural Discourse Analysis: Communication Practices and Intercultural Encounters. Journal of
Intercultural Communication Research, 36(3), pp.167-182.

16. Crystal, D. and Crystal, D., 1985. 4 Dictionary Of Linguistics And Phonetics. Oxford: Blackwell.
17. Gallo, C., 2015. Talk Like TED. New York: St. Martin's Griffin.

18. Hyland, K., 2009. Academic Discourse: English In A Global Context (Continuum Discourse Series). Continuum International
Publishing Group Ltd.

19. Mills, S., 2008. Discourse. London: Routledge.

20. Schement, J., 2002. Encyclopedia Of Communication And Information. New York [etc.]: Macmillan Reference USA.
21. Sellers, M., 2003. Ideals of Public Discourse. Republican Legal Theory, pp.62-70.

22. Shannon, C. and Weaver, W., 1999. The Mathematical Theory Of Communication. Urbana: University of Illinois Press.
23. Sokolova, M., Tikhonova, I. and Freidina, E., 2010. Theoretical Phonetics Of English.

24. Wagner, C. and Gonzalez-Howard, M., 2018. Studying Discourse as Social Interaction: The Potential of Social Network
Analysis for Discourse Studies. Educational Researcher, pp.0013189X1877774.



