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Kipsigis: Word Order

VSO is standard. Discourse-prominent constituents are moved to the IPP
(immediately postverbal position).

(1) Bossi & Diercks 2019:2-3
a. Kii-∅-geeR

pst-3sg-see
dZii-tA

person
tee-ta.
cow

’A person saw a cow (long ago).’ → VSO
b. Kii-∅-geeR

PST-3SG-see
tee-ta

cow
dZii-tA.
person

’A person saw a cow (long ago).’ → VOS
c. Koo-∅-e

pst-3pl-drink
Amut

yesterday
tuugA

cows
peek.
water

’The cows drank the water yesterday.’ → V-adv-SO
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Kipsigis structure following Bossi & Diercks

(2) Bossi & Diercks 2019:17
CP

αP

TP

T’

vP

v’

VP

DPV

v

DP

T
[uδ]

[uD*]

IPP

α
V+v+T

C
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Lopit: Word Order I

VSO is standard. Prominent material directly follows the verb.

(3) Moodie 2019:184-185
a. E-̀Ilá

3-wash-ipfv
xÓtÓñ́I

mother.nom
ÌNÈ

baby.abs
’The mother washes the baby.’ → VSO

b. ó-Nór-ò

3-sting-ipfv
wÙrÉ

children.abs
lóxòtórò

bees.nom
’The bees are stinging the children.’ → VOS

(4) Lopit Prominence Hierarchy Moodie 2019:184
1st & 2nd pronoun > 3rd pronoun > proper noun >
human > animate > inanimate

Justina Schindler Bossi & Diercks (2019) in Lopit 06. May 2021 6 / 16



.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

Lopit: Word Order II

Focussed material is fronted.

(5) Moodie 2019:187
a. mòlòN

baboon.abs
l-ò-xóñ

sbo-3-bite.n
x̀IwàrÙ

leopard.abs
’(It was) The baboon (that) bit the leopard.’ → SVO

b. x́IsÚN

cattle.abs
l-o-wóló

sbo-3-see.n
náNórúò

wife.nom
’(It was) The cattle (that) the wife saw.’ → OVS
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Lopit: Word Order III

Auxiliaries always appear clause-initially, followed by subject and verb.

(6) Moodie 2019:374,188
a. e-ñei

2-not.be
ije

2sg.nom
i-li-ruma

2-per-find
nabo

one
’You still can’t find anyone.’ → AUX-SVO

b. xÒéÓ

and.then
mùnù

snake.nom
x-ò-xóñ

seq-3-bite
ÌñÈ

3sg.abs
dÈ=xÈéÙk

on=leg.abs
’and then the snake bit him on the leg.’ → AUX-SVO
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Lopit: Word Order IV

The following word orders have to be derived for Lopit:
VSO, VOS (for prominence)
SVO, OVS (for focus)
AUX-SVO
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Applying the analysis to Lopit

(7)
CP

αP

α’

TP

T’

vP

v’

VP

DPV

v

DP

T
[uprom]
[uD*]

prominence

α
V+v+T/
AUX

[ufocus]

focus

C
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Wh-questions

Wh-questions in Lopit do not require a change in word order.

(8) Moodie 2019:228
a. x-̀I-f́Ijá

q-2sg-clean.ipfv
Íjé

2sg.nom
ñò

what
’What are you cleaning?’ → VSO
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Ditransitives I

In ditransitive constructions, the indirect object is placed before the direct
object.

(9) Moodie 2019:200
a. a-́Isó

1sg-give.n
náN

1sg.nom
Ìjè

2sg.abs
bùk

book.abs
’I gave you the book.’ → VS-IO-DO
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Ditransitives II

(10)
αP

TP
T’

vP
v’

VP
V’

DP
do

<V>
DP
io

<v>
DP

subj

<T>

α
V+v+T

Justina Schindler Bossi & Diercks (2019) in Lopit 06. May 2021 13 / 16



.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

Ditransitive wh-questions I

For ditransitive content questions, the order of direct and indirect object
changes.

(11) Moodie 2019:203
a. x-́I-l:úm-ór̀I

q-2sg-hit.n-ins
Íjé

2sg.nom
b̀Il

Bill
ñò

what
’What did you hit Bill with?’ → VS-DO-IO

How can this be accounted for syntactically? The direct object must be
raised to a position above the indirect object, but below the subject. As of
yet, no such position exists.
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Ditransitive wh-questions II
(12)

αP
TP

T’
vP

v’
VP

V’
V’
<DP>

do
<V>

DP
io

DP
do

<v>
DP

subj

<T>

α
V+v+T

Justina Schindler Bossi & Diercks (2019) in Lopit 06. May 2021 15 / 16



.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

References

Bossi, Madeline & Michael Diercks. 2019. V1 in Kipsigis: Head movement
and discourse-based scrambling. Glossa: A Journal of General Linguistics
4(1).

Miyagawa, Shigeru. 2010. Why agree? Why move?: Unifying
agreement-based and discourse-configurational languages. Vol. 54
Linguistic Inquiry Monographs. MIT Press.

Moodie, Jonathan Paul. 2019. A Grammar of the Lopit Language.
University of Melbourne dissertation.

Justina Schindler Bossi & Diercks (2019) in Lopit 06. May 2021 16 / 16


