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Teaching a linguistics class (online)

● 16 students (age 12-15)

... you’ll be able to construct your own language. This can help you to juggle around with your 
current languages or recognize structures and patterns when you learn a new language.”
(roughly translated from German for my class Deutsch GK - ˈʃpraːxə mal anders - Forschende Methoden zur Sprache)

 

We’ll explore and compare natural as well as constructed languages.

”This semester, you can become language scientists, so called linguists. This is a wide field 
which is seldom found at school.



  

Didactics



  

Examples: Language passport 

1) These languages I know well:

2) I am learning / want to learn these languages:

3) Knowledge about gender neutral forms

4) I like solving riddles

5) ...



  

Examples: Morphology

● Characterize the difference between these word 
pairs:
– Kind / Kindes
– walk / walked
– sister / sisters
– gehört / gehörte
– um / ums

➢ Great way to train morphological awareness



  

Examples: Linguistics Olympiad

● Blisssymbolics riddle

● in pairs or alone
● in Google Docs

➢ Form-meaning 
analysis



  

Examples: Language Guesser

● Music videos from all 
around the world

● Two categories:
– HipHop
– Pop

● One link for all
➢ Score at the end

➢ Competition triggers 
motivation



  

Example: Dialect knowledge

● By IDS Mannheim
● Link audio recordings 

with places

➢ Listening 
comprehension



  

Examples: Typology

● Find relationships between languages



  

Interim questions?



  

Curricula



  

What David Adger says

●  “I was really inspired 
to see what the 
students could do, 
and it made me realise 
more clearly than ever, 
that linguistics, often 
thought of as remote, 
abstract, and forbidding, 
can be a subject that 
school students can 
engage with.”

ConLang of student Ayse
Blogpost by Adger

https://davidadger.org/2017/05/29/inventing-languages-how-to-teach-linguistics-to-school-students/


  

What Michelle Sheehan says

●  “The current syllabus 
covers sociolinguistic 
variation, linguistic 
analysis, phonetics, 
semantics, pragmatics, 
language acquisition, 
stylistics, language 
change, language 
attitudes and much 
more besides.”

https://www.tes.com/news/teaching-linguistics-improves-language-skills

English

German, French, Spanish

further reading: Hudson (2010)

https://www.tes.com/news/teaching-linguistics-improves-language-skills


  

Germany

● All states include 
some kind of 
descriptive language 
content

● But it’s often more 
prescriptive in 
practice

Plewnia (2006)



  

Turkey

“linguistics and data 
gained by linguistics 
are not given enough 
attention in teaching 
the mother tongue of 
Turkish”
Dilber (2017:1)



  

Discussions (your turn!)



  

Not cornerstores



  

But corner groups

developing teaching 
materials

role of linguistics at 
school

benefits of linguistics at 
schoolexperiences with linguistics at/for 

school

15 min 
brainstorming
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Danke and thanks!

● Materials at talks.stuts.de

●         @onurunki

● onur.oezsoy@hu-berlin.de

● hu.berlin/onur

https://talks.stuts.de/de/stuts69/public/events/510
mailto:onur.oezsoy@hu-berlin.de
http://hu.berlin/onur
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