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Know your terminology: 
On the relevance of definitions



Metaphors in the 
domains cognition 

and visual perception 
in German Sign 
Language (DGS)
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Road map
1. Background: Metaphor formation
2. What is cognition?

a. Survey
b. A first (incomplete) definition
c. Challenges
d. Solution strategies
e. Restrictions

3. Applying the solution strategies
4. Take-home message
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Spoken languages
Metaphorical Mapping 

(Lakoff & Johnson 1980; Sweetser & Dancygier 2014; a.o.)

target
domain

source
domain

1. Metaphor formation

4

unidirectional relation

25.03.2022 19. STaPs – 25.03. – 26.03.2022 Sarah Bauer – Know your terminology



Spoken languages

target
domain

presentation
source
domain

journey

1. Metaphor formation
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unidirectional relation
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1. Metaphor formation

Signed languages
Double Mapping (Taub 2001)
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Metaphorical
Mapping

Iconic
Mapping



1. Metaphor formation

Iconic mapping
1. Physical depiction (Taub 2001)

Linguistic form represents 
source domain

7

Signs. 2016. Analysis. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5OZB_aHL0Ug 
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up-down importance
scale

metaphorical
mapping

vertical
downward
movement

figuring out 
more detail

iconic
mapping



1. Metaphor formation

Iconic mapping
1. Physical depiction (Taub 2001)

Linguistic form represents source domain
2. Place of Articulation (PoA; Zeshan & Palfreyman 2019)

Association between sense organ and sense
function as a base 
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BLIND / NOT-WANT-TO-KNOW-ABOUT (ZGS, SKSL)
Zeshan & Palfreyman 2019, 282.

25.03.2022 19. STaPs – 25.03. – 26.03.2022 Sarah Bauer – Know your terminology

up-down importance
scale

metaphorical
mapping

vertical
downward
movement

figuring out 
more detail

iconic
mapping

seeing knowingmetaphorical
mapping

covering
eyes

not 
receiving

information
iconic

mapping



2. What is cognition?

Head as base for metaphorical signs in the domain cognition

But what is cognition
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a. Survey
https://www.menti.com/nrn7stha5r

www.menti.com Code 4019 7561
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https://www.menti.com/nrn7stha5r
http://www.menti.com/


b. A first (incomplete) definition
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conscious mental 
activities; the activities of 
thinking, understanding, 
learning, and remembering
(Merriam Webster Dictionary [17.03.2022])

The term ‘cognition’ refers to all the activities and 
processes concerned with the acquisition, storage, 
retrieval and processing of information — regardless 
of whether these processes are explicit or conscious. 
(Bayne et al. 2019, 609)

the process by which 
knowledge and 
understanding is 
developed in the mind.
(Oxford Learner’s Dictionaries [15.03.2022])

all forms of knowing and awareness, such as 
perceiving, conceiving, remembering, reasoning, 
judging, imagining, and problem solving. Along 
with affect and conation, it is one of the three 
traditionally identified components of mind.
(APA Dictionary of Psychology [15.03.2022])



b. A first (incomplete) definition
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mind
mental

awareness

understandingknowing/knowledge

conscious

activities

processes



c. Challenges

13

Eliminate all non-metaphoric signs
headtop: 1 lexeme head: forehead: 3+ lexemes

Eliminate all non-cognitive signs
headtop: 1 lexeme head: 30+  lexemes forehead: 221+ lexemes

Export to spreadsheet
headtop: 84 lexemes head: 952 lexemes forehead: 872 lexemes

SQL query: PoA headtop, head, forehead

DGS corpus

25.03.2022 19. STaPs – 25.03. – 26.03.2022 Sarah Bauer – Know your terminology



c. Challenges

• Idea/Clue
• Parrot-fashion/by heart
• Claim/Assertion
• Regret
• Imagination
• Experience
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d. Solution Strategies
• Multiple sheets à transparency à use of codes where applicable
• Literature on terms in the domain cognition

• Bloom’s Taxonomy
• Glossary of cognitive verbs by Queensland Curriculum & Assessment 

Authority
• Dissertation by Voß (2009)
• Word lists from research on other signed languages (e.g., Kimmelman et al. 

2017; Rosenstock 2006; Zeshan & Palfreyman 2019) 
• Reaching out to researchers

• Synonyms
• Lexical database/database of concepts à synonym dictionary on top of that
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e. Restrictions

• No exhaustive lists; some of them are specific for a field (e.g., education 
as Bloom’s Taxonomy)

• Differ terms in the domain cognition in languages/cultures?
à literature on terms in the domain cognition in English, German, some 
signed languages, but not German Sign Language
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3. Applying Solution strategies

Ahnung (‘Idea/Clue’)
1. Bloom’s Taxonomy search – English 

Same Problem with Curriculum 
and dissertation
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Armstrong. 2010, 1.



3. Applying Solution strategies

Ahnung (‘Idea/Clue’)
1. Bloom’s Taxonomy search – English 

Same Problem with Curriculum 
and dissertation

2. Duden Synonym search – German 
https://www.duden.de/synonyme/Ahnung [17.03.2022]
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https://www.duden.de/synonyme/Ahnung


3. Applying Solution strategies

Ahnung (‘Idea/Clue’)
1. Bloom’s Taxonomy search – English 

Same Problem with Curriculum and 
dissertation

2. Duden Synonym search – German 
https://www.duden.de/synonyme/Ahnung [17.03.2022]

3. Thesaurus synonym search – English (‘Idea’)
https://www.thesaurus.com/browse/idea [17.03.2022]
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https://www.duden.de/synonyme/Ahnung
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3. Applying Solution strategies

Ahnung (‘Idea/Clue’)
1. Bloom’s Taxonomy search – English 

Same Problem with Curriculum and 
dissertation

2. Duden Synonym search – German 
https://www.duden.de/synonyme/Ahnung [17.03.2022]

3. Thesaurus synonym search – English (‘Idea’)
https://www.thesaurus.com/browse/idea [17.03.2022]

4. Word lists
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Kimmelman et al. 2017, 181

https://www.duden.de/synonyme/Ahnung
https://www.thesaurus.com/browse/idea


3. Applying Solution strategies
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Ahnung

https://www.duden.de/rechtschreibung/Ahnung [21.03.2022]

https://www.duden.de/rechtschreibung/Ahnung


4. Take-home message
• You do not have to know everything or deliver a perfect and exhaustive 

list/explanation/results/…
à ask for help, e.g., your supervisors or other researchers

• BUT you should know the definitions you are working with and your
reasons behind the methods chosen or decisions made
à Transparency & Accessability
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