Language Attitudes of German Students Toward West African Englishes                                A Study at the University of Regensburg.
As international education expands, language attitudes significantly influence educational outcomes in the interactions between different cultures. The present study explores the attitudes of German students toward English varieties spoken in West Africa — focusing on Ghana, Nigeria, and Cameroon — highlighting the general implications of these attitudes for inclusivity in higher formal education. This research, motivated by my experiences as an international student, uncovers the challenges that linguistic bias can create in both social and academic settings. Grounded in the Garrett’s Language Attitudes Theory and the Schneider’s World Englishes Model, this research investigates the impact of prestige, language ideologies, and intelligibility on non-native English varieties, influenced by the perceived dominance of standard-educated American and standard-educated British English varieties. 
The study explores whether linguistic imperialism continues to privilege native English varieties in the global education system, especially in settings where English is a foreign language. The study will employ a mixed-methods approach and conduct semi-structured interviews with speaker evaluation techniques to investigate if students perceive West African English varieties as inferior, subpar, or on par with native English varieties. This study lies in its focus on a largely under-explored sociolinguistic dynamic: Language attitudes towards African Englishes in European education contexts and how they can perpetuate inequalities. By exploring this topic, the research contributes to the scholarly debates on linguistic equity, and the need to challenge hegemonic linguistic norms in international academic settings but also real-world implications for policy reforms in formal higher education to foster a more inclusive learning environment for all stakeholders.
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